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From Our Principal              June 2019  
Dear Families, 
 

What a wonderful year this has been!  It is always a delight to see how much the children grow during the year.  We 

remember the children who arrived in September: some confident, some fearful, many happily anticipating a new school 

year.  Each child brought expectations for the year ahead.  We look at these same children today and we see the fruits 

of a year of hard work ~ how much they have grown!  How much they have learned! 
 

June is the month of Commencements: beginnings.  Our Nursery and PreK children ―move up‖ to Pre-K and Kindergarten, 

and the Kindergarten children graduate to elementary school.  Our 8th graders graduate to high school.  We send our 8th 

graders on to their new high schools with our congratulations, our love and our prayers. 
 

A very special thank you to all of our teachers and staff for their continued dedication and the work they do for the 

children.  How blessed and fortunate we are to have our lives touched by these special, dedicated people! We will always 

be grateful for their service and commitment to our children and families!  This is a bittersweet time for all of us who 

work toward providing an excellent, faith-based education here at OLV School.  We look forward to the summer break 

while we have to say goodbye to a group of students, the ―class family‖, who have been such an important part of our 

days, weeks and months.    
 

I would like to thank our School Board, Home School Association, and all of our families for all you have done this year.   

Special thanks go to Mrs. Barbara Van Riper, School Board President, for the many things she has done to support our 

school through her leadership of our School Board.  Mrs. Van Riper is ―retiring‖ as School Board President.  She has been 

tireless in her support and efforts on behalf of our school community.  Thank you for all of your work during your term, 

Mrs. Van Riper!    
 

A very special thank you to Mrs. Agro and Mrs. Boerum, our HSA co-presidents, for the fine job they have done this 

year!   They worked tirelessly to guide and support our HSA.  Thank you for your dedication and commitment!  Truly, it 

has been, and continues to be, a pleasure to work with such a dedicated group of parents. 
 

An enormous thank you to Mrs. Rodgers for all of the work, time and talent that she has devoted to organizing and 

publishing our Victory Voice!   Each issue has included snapshots of our school days and life.  I know our parents and 

families enjoy reading about our school!  Mrs. Rodgers is ―graduating‖ as well.  We will miss your dedication to our school 

and to our Victory Voice!  THANK YOU! 
 

And finally, a very special thank you to Fr. Tom and Fr. Sullivan.  Thank you for your support and dedication to our school 

and our parish.  Your visits with our students are ―catholic memories‖ that enrich their Catholic School experience.   You 

are a visible and vibrant presence in our school.  And for that we are truly blessed and truly grateful! 
 

The gifts of summer include a slower pace and lifestyle, and an opportunity to reconnect with ourselves and our friends 

and family.  Have a wonderful summer ~ happy and safe!  Enjoy the opportunities and the blessings. 

God bless you all!  We look forward to seeing everyone in September! 

 

Peg Augello 

Principal



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

HSA Golf Classic 

and Dinner 
Friday, September 27th 

 

Check out our school website at www.olvfp.org for more 

information  

 

 
 

 

Have a fun and safe summer!! 
 

 

http://www.olvfp.org/
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Student Council 
 

In March, Student Council held a bake sale 

to raised money for Senora Moore and her 

family. It is so wonderful to see a school 

come together to help each other! Thank you 

to all who participated and for those who 

baked delicious treats! 
 

We will be having elections to elect our new 

officers for the 2019-2020 school year. 

Good luck to all! 
 

As the school year draws to a close, we say 

goodbye to our graduating 8th grade 

officers and representatives, and wish them 

success in the years to come. 
 

Sophia Ieraci, President 
Colleen Walters, Secretary 

Joe Bonagura, 8G Rep 
Sophia Rohan, 8G Rep 

Casey May, 8S Rep 
Dylan DiSanza, 8S Rep 

 
Have a wonderful summer! 
 

~ Mrs. Dombek 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 National Junior Honor Society 
 

The National Junior Honor Society will be 

welcoming new candidates and members to 

the Our Lady of Victory Chapter on May 29, 

2019.  These students have demonstrated 

perseverance and dedication to their 

studies.  Membership in the Our Lady of 

Victory Chapter has been earned by the 

students’ demonstration of the six qualities 

held in high esteem by the society.  These 

qualities include knowledge, scholarship, 

service, leadership, character, and 

citizenship.  Congratulations to our new 

candidates and members on an honor well 

deserved.   
 

~ Mrs. Anna Sullivan 
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The Home School Association 
 

A Year in Review! 
 

As the school year draws to a close, we look 

back on the year we’ve experienced with a 

sense of pride and happiness! How very 

blessed we are at Our Lady of Victory 

School! 

 

At the beginning of the year, Fr. Tom 

reminded the children that there are four 

―assignments‖ they had to practice:  Study, 

Pray, Be Kind, and Follow the Rules.  If those 

aren’t words to live by, then I don’t know 

what are.  How very blessed our children are 

to pray together on a daily basis! We are 

grateful for Fr. Tom and Fr. Sullivan who 

encourage our children to succeed 

academically, spiritually, and socially!  

 

We thank our teachers and administrators, 

who have worked tirelessly to ensure our 

children’s academic and spiritual growth.  

Thank you, teachers and staff, for all you do 

for our children every day!  

 

We reflect on our accomplishments this 

year and express our sincere gratitude to all 

those committee and event chairpersons 

whose dedication and hard work ensured a 

successful year for the HSA.  A heartfelt 

thank you to Keri Reda, Jennifer Fiebelkorn, 

Kathleen Constable, Marianne Killen, Jessica 

Schafrick, Amanda Bonagura, Joan Krug, 

Kristy Flood, Mary Anne Cuite, Madelena 

Lubecke, Anne Weiss, Barbara Van Riper, 

Annemarie DeTommaso-Rodgers, Maryann 

Rodgers, CariAnn Palmese, Sheila Walsh, 

Kerry Boyle, Jen Meier, Kerry Montaigne, 

Mike Montaigne, Tricia Kosiczky, Sheila 

Walsh, Danielle Crupi, Melissa Aucone, 

Kristen Burgess, Laura Zilinek, Kerry 

Cormican, Erin Palma, Tom Moroney, Lisa 

Rizzi, Rich May, Jack Hayes, Doug Hayden, 

Jim Farrell, Colette Foley, Eithne Piscioneri, 

Maria McMahon, Nora Shevlin, Donna 

Lindskog, Mary O’Reilly, Christine Mulryan, 

Ann Saville, Jackie Hance, and Jill Logan.   

It takes a village and this village is 

incredible! 

 

Spring is here and we thank God for all that 

comes with that season.  The weather starts 

to warm up and those April showers bring 

new life -- flowers and trees are in full 

bloom bringing such color and beauty to our 

church and school. This spring we also saw 

spiritual new life in our students as they 

received the sacraments of First Holy 

Communion and Confirmation. We 

congratulate and pray for them as they take 

new steps in their faithful journey to 

become closer to God. 

 

Tracy Boerum and I are excited to embark 

on another school year as co-presidents.  We 

are so grateful for the support of our 

executive board:  Keri Reda (Vice President), 

Jennifer Fiebelkorn (Recording Secretary), 

Kathleen Constable (Corresponding 

Secretary), and Ellen Miccio (Treasurer). 

Ellen and her family will be embarking on 

their own new journey! The Miccios are 

moving to Georgia!  We wish them well and 

we thank you, Ellen, for your service as our 

HSA Treasurer.  With that, I would like to 

introduce our new Treasurer for the 

upcoming school year, Elizabeth Selfridge. 

We thank you, Liz, for stepping up to fill 

this position! 
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Lastly, but most importantly, we would like 

to say thank you to Mrs. Augello for her 

unwavering support throughout the school 

year.  The children and parents are so 

blessed to have you---you truly make Our 

Lady of Victory ―The Place to Be!‖  

 

Wishing you a safe and blessed summer! 

 

~ Mary Ellen Agro and Tracy Boerum 

HSA Co-Presidents  
 

 
2018-2019 Home School Association 

Executive Board 

 

 

Co-Presidents ……..MaryEllen Argo & Tracy Boerum 

Vice President …..…………………………………...Keri Reda 

Treasurer ………….………………………………….Ellen Miccio  

Recording Secretary ……………….Jennifer Feiblekorn 

Corresponding Secretary……..Kathleen Constable 

 

 
 

School Board 
 

Thank you to the Our Lady of Victory School 

Board is an advisory board to our principal, 

Mrs. Augello, and pastor, Father Tom Fusco.  

The members – voting as well as non-voting – 

are dedicated to the school, its students and 

its faculty.  It is a commitment that is taken 

very seriously.  The Board is very involved in 

the coordination of aspects of Catholic 

Schools Week, the planning and advertising 

they do for the Early Childhood, Middle 

School and CSW Open Houses, and their 

ongoing marketing and retention efforts.  
 

Thank you to the members of the Our Lady 

of Victory School Board for efforts this 

past school year.   Sharon O’Donnell and I 

will be leaving the Board this year, and I 

want to thank Sharon, as well as the 

remaining members of the School Board, for 

their service to OLV School.   
 

I want to thank Mrs. Augello and Father 

Tom for their dedication to OLV School and 

to every aspect of Catholic education.  We 

are blessed to have a principal and a pastor 

whose commitment to education – academic 

and religious – is based in love and hope for 

their futures.    
 

~ Barbara Van Riper 

Chair, OLV School Board 

 

 
 

Graduating Families 

At the 8th grade awards ceremony, we will 

recognize our graduates’ accomplishments, 

but also bid farewell to those families 

―graduating out‖ of OLV School.   

Each family will be presented with flowers 

from the Home School Association. The HSA 

sincerely thanks and offers well wishes to 

those parents who, over the years, have 

given so much to our school. Their choice to 

send their children to Catholic school, and 

their dedication to OLV, ensures an 

outstanding school like Our Lady of Victory 

thrives. Whether giving of their time, 

expertise, or a helping hand, they are always 

appreciated.  

We ask these graduating families to please 

keep OLV School in your lives and in your 

prayers.  

2018-2019 Home School Association 

Executive Board 

 

 

Co-Presidents ……MaryEllen Argo & Tracy Boerum 

Vice President ……………………………………………Keri Reda 

Treasurer ………………………………………………Ellen Miccio  

Recording Secretary ……………Jennifer Feiblekorn 

Corresponding Secretary………Kathleen Constable 
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May God continue to bless them and their 

children.   

The Connolly Family 

 The Faustin/Frederic Family 

 The Fromann Family 

 The Gilles Family 

 The Grandchamps Family 

 The Grgas Family 

 The Guilfoyle Family 

 The Lavin Family 

 The Mansfield Family 

 The May Family 

 The Mulryan Family 

 The Payano Family 

 The Rodgers Family 

 The Rohan Family 

 The Rose Family 

 The Salazar Family 

 The Smith Family 

The Troy Family 

The Van Riper Family 

The Walters Family 
 

 
 

A Word from Your 
Volunteer Committee 

 

The Volunteer Committee would like to thank 

all the wonderful parents who served as 

Event and Fundraising Chairpeople, Standing 

Committee Chairs, Committee Members, Hall 

and Lunch Duty Volunteers, Class Mothers 

and on and on!!   So many of you went above 

and beyond and it is very much 

appreciated!  Huge thanks go out to Mrs. 

Augello, Maryellen Agro and Tracy Boerum 

for their unwavering support and guidance!  
 

If you have not completed the 2019-2020 

Online Volunteer Registration Form that was 

emailed to each family, please go to the 

school website and click on the 

link.  The Volunteer Committee is working to 

assemble the complex volunteer "puzzle" and 

having all of the pieces (i.e.: families' 

options), is the only way to complete it.  If 

you believe you are unable to volunteer next 

year, please send in your Volunteer Fee of 

$200 made out to OLV HSA by August 1, 

2019.  There are many volunteer 

opportunities to fit any schedule (day, night, 

weekends)!  Confirmations of volunteer 

assignments will be emailed in June.  
 

Volunteering at these events is a great way 

to meet other parents and it is always a nice 

treat to be able to see your child(ren) 

interact with their friends. Being a part of 

the OLV family is a big part of our lives. 
 

―Volunteers do not necessarily have the 

time; they just have the heart.‖ – Elizabeth 

Andrew 
 

Have a great summer everyone!! 
 

The Volunteer Committee, 

~ Jennifer Meier 

~ CariAnn Palmese 

~ Anne Saville 

 
 

Box Tops 
 

I would like to extend a heartfelt THANK 

YOU to all of our dedicated collectors who 

have continued to make our Box Tops 

program a success. Here are the results for 

our monthly class competition: 

December-1C 

January-4D 

February-3Z 

March-3R 

April-4K 
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Congratulations to our winners! 
 

Over the next few months you may begin to 

notice ―Clipless‖ box tops on some of your 

favorite grocery or back to school items 

such as the new Blueberry Cheerios or 

PaperMate brand products. If you do, kindly 

hold on to those register receipts in your 

box tops collection baggie along with all 

traditional box tops which are all valid until 

their respective expiration dates. Details on 

the changes to the program and the new app 

will be explained when we meet next fall. 

Stay tuned. Until then... happy collecting 😊.  

 

~ Erin Palma 

 
 

Charities 
 

Charities Committee wants to express our 

deepest gratitude for the continued 

generosity of the OLV community. Having 

living rooms and van trunks filled with 

donations are good problems to have! It 

bears repeating to thank everyone for 

responding with generous hearts to Baby 

James' family in their time of need. Thank 

you also for helping our elderly neighbors 

with the Queen of Peace collection and our 

young neighbors with the Belmont Stakes 

collection for Anna House. We look forward 

to serving you again next year. 
 

~ Mrs. Bonagura  

~ Mrs. Krug 
 

 
 

Cocktails, Music, and Prizes 
 

Cocktails, Music, and Prizes! 
  

On Saturday, May 4th, OLV School hosted 

the Spring Cocktail Party & Live Auction in 

Memorial Hall. This year’s event boasted a 

Cinco de Mayo theme, complete with festive 

decor and specialty margaritas! Guests 

enjoyed passed hors d’oeuvres and 

conversation under a canopy of lights, while 

listening to acclaimed acoustic duo, The 

Wäters.  Incredible prizes were offered 

during our exciting live auction, which 

brought in over $12,000! 
  
Many thanks to my party planning partner, 

Christine Mulryan, as well as our wonderful 

crew of enthusiastic volunteers. I must also 

thank Jimmy Reda for sharing his incredible 

auctioneering talent with us for the second 

consecutive year.  
 

Finally, I want to thank the Galla Family, Ms. 

Petruzzo, Father Tom, Mrs. Augello, and the 

myriad of OLV friends and family who 

generously donated prizes to our live 

auction.  See you next year! 
 

~ Kerry Connolly 
 

 
 

Easter Bunny Breakfast  
 

The event was terrific!  We were joined by 

over 190 parents 

and children.  Once 

again, Father Tom 

started the event 

with a very nice 

discussion with the 

children and they 

were very engaged, 

it is really so 

special to see.  The 

Easter Bunny greeted students and parents 

then took pictures with the children 

individually and at a class level. Everyone 

enjoyed bagels, munchkins, coffee, juice, and 

cupcakes then played one of 5 games.   
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This year Jackie and I wanted to have a 

surprise event for our last year, so we 

decided to do face painting.  Jackie asked 

for volunteers on 

Facebook and a friend 

of hers and 3 high 

school girls donated 

their time to help make 

the event special.  It 

was a huge 

success!!!!  The kids 

loved it!!!  Donna 

Lindskog’s daughter Sarah saved the day 

again and came to the rescue to play the 

Easter Bunny.  She did a great job and was 

quite the trooper!  Our parent volunteers 

(and some spouses) were fantastic!  We had 

a great group of volunteers (including some 

students) helping us pull the event 

together.  All in all, it was a fun morning that 

went off without a hitch and the event 

ended with the children hunting for Easter 

eggs in the new playground and Mary’s 

Garden. 

 

 

Thanks, 

 

~ Ann Saville  

~ Jackie Hance 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Hance Family Fun Run 
 

 On a beautiful Saturday morning, Our Lady 

of Victory School’s Kasey's Krew was out in 

full force to support the Hance Family 

Foundation and remember three very special 

girls - Emma, Alyson and Katie Hance.  OLV’s  

Kasey's Krew was the biggest team with 

over 95 

members who 

participated 

in Emma's 

Mile, the 5k 

Run/Walk and 

the PeeWee 

Run.  Not only 

did Kasey's Krew consist of current OLV 

students and their families, but also OLV 

faculty and alum.  Kasey's Krew was 

captained by Mrs. Burgess' second grade 

class. 

 
A special thank you for such a successful 

turnout goes to Mrs. Augello for all her 

support with organizing the team. Also, 

thank you to our talented art teacher, Ms. 

Petruzzo, for designing the OLV Kasey's 

Krew  t-shirts.  Finally, a special shout-out 

of thanks goes to Mrs. Sweeney for allowing 

us to use her lawn as the meeting place for 

close to 100 participants. Next year, we are 

hoping for 200 members on Kasey's Krew! 

    

We will always remember Emma, Alyson and 

Katie in our thoughts and prayers as angels 

among us. We are grateful to the Hance 

family for allowing us to share their memory 

in their self-esteem programs, one of which 

is offered as one of our after-school 

programs.  
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Mock Trial Club 
 
 

Were 2,700 hurtful text messages from one 

freshman in high school to another freshman 

enough to be considered ―extreme and 

outrageous conduct‖?  If so, should the 

sender of the text messages be liable to pay 

for a new private school education for the 

victim?  These are the issues that were at 

the heart of the 17th annual Catholic Middle 

School Mock Trial Program organized by St. 

Brigid/Our Lady of Hope Regional School 

and held at St. John’s University School of 

Law on May 18th. Our Lady of Victory School 

sent two teams to the Mock Trial Program; 

one team represented the plaintiff and the 

other represented the defendant.         
 

During the course of preparing for the Mock 

Trial Program, OLV’s 6th, 7th and 8th grade 

students analyzed different aspects of the 

case.  The students were briefed on the 

applicable law and were taught the technique 

of asking witnesses questions.  As a group, 

the students assessed the strengths and 

weaknesses of the case and learned how to 

handle the good facts as well as the bad 

facts.  The students had an opportunity to 

practice public speaking.  With each week, 

their self-confidence grew.     
 

This year’s team was moderated by teacher 

Ms. Varrassi, coached by attorney Mrs. 

McClintock and consisted of the following 

students, for the 

plaintiff: Thomas 

Chun, Jennifer 

Donnelly, Cailey 

Rodgers, Marygrace McClintock, Bridget 

Alcusky, Chloe Ventura, Rebecca Smith, 

Thomas Mansfield, Madison Grgas, Thomas 

Van Riper, Patrick Mulryan, Emma Malone, 

Orlagh Fitzpatrick, Sarah Jean Francois and 

for the defense: Giacomo Greci, Grace 

Malone, Gianna Feglia, Charles Bonagura, 

Corey Faustin, Gabriella Cruz, Clodagh 

Kenneally, Joesph Bonagura, Emma Foley, 

Zachary Gechlik and Jessica Lindskog 
 

In the end, the judge ruled in favor of the 

plaintiff because the judge said that the 

defendant should have known that he was 

causing injury to the plaintiff.  However, the 

judge only awarded the plaintiff nominal 

damages because the teenage defendant had 

no ability to pay.  The OLV Mock Trial 

students, however, had a unanimous victory 

for successfully completing a very 

challenging and rewarding program.   
 

Congratulations to all who participated!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sodality Club 

 

May 13 was an extraordinary day for OLV 

Sodality! The children worked all year 

towards making a consecration to Mary--a 

promise of fidelity to Mary and her Son 

throughout their lives. The Junior Sodalists 

presented flowers to Mary, and the Seniors 

presented flowers to St. Joseph and 

crowned Mary.  Our consecration to Mary 
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was the capstone of 

a grace-filled year 

learning about vices 

and virtues, 

discussing knights 

and princesses, 

stocking the food 

pantry, making cards 

for special needs 

children and 100 

Dominican sisters, 

and understanding that all life has dignity! 

Junior Sodality welcomes all 3rd-6th 

graders, and Senior Sodality is open for all 

7th & 8th graders.  
 

Have a blessed summer! 
 

~ Mrs. Bonagura, Mrs. Heilmann, Mrs. 

Virdone, and Father Sullivan 
 

 

 
 

 

Early Childhood 
 

Our Nursery children had a great year…and 

now they are ready for Pre-K!  Think back to 

when they first started.  Wow!  They have 

grown so much and have had so much fun 

while learning and playing with their 

classmates.     

 

We completed all activities for letters U-Z.  

We used 

watercolors 

to paint an 

umbrella for 

letter U.  For 

letter V we 

created a 

flower-filled 

vase and had ―Show and Tell,‖ sharing what 

we did on vacation.  For W we used 

watercolors to paint a whale.  We also made 

a mobile showing ways to care for our earth 

and learned a few songs, such as Our Big 
Earth, and He's Got the Whole World in His 
Hands.  For letter X, we made a xylophone 

craft with all the colors of the rainbow and 

had an X Band, marching and making music 

with wooden sticks.  For letter Y we used 

watercolors to paint a yak and yo-yo.  For 

letter Z we played ―Pin the Tail on Zachary 

Zebra‖ and completed a zebra craft.  The 

children then finished stamping in their ABC 

Books.  We worked on understanding various 

math concepts and did a unit on 

measurement.  We practiced with scissors a 

lot, too.  In addition, we made Mother's Day 

cards by coloring a picture of Mary and gave 

our moms a sweet poem, "Who Will Be My 

Angel?"  We also gave pictures of ourselves 

as superheroes and butterflies.  For 

Memorial Day, we talked about what makes 

America great and made patriotic 

handprints.  For Spirit Day and Field Day, we 

had so many fun activities, like relay races 

and fun with balloons, both in the school 

yard and at the playground.   

 

During religion, we talked about how we 

always need to thank God, and we shared 

how we can care for God’s creations.  We 

learned about the parts of a plant and then 

planted 

grass seed 

in cups, 

making 

sure they 

had enough 

sunlight 

and water 

In Our Classes 
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each day.  We made them into ―Grass Heads‖ 

by adding silly faces.  We studied the life 

cycles of a frog, butterfly, and chick, and 

painted a chick hatching from an egg, too.  

The children then colored in their Creation 

Booklets to show how much they appreciate 

all that God gives us.  We learned the Hail 
Mary prayer and know that we should also 

pray to Mary, our Mother, to help us to be 

good listeners. 
 

The children are very proud of all they can 

do, now that they are BIG KIDS!  They are 

busy making decorations and practicing for 

their Moving Up Ceremony.  They can’t wait 

to ―show-off‖ to their guests.  They’ll sing 

songs, say prayers, and recite silly poems.   
 

They are so proud of themselves! 
 

The children have some big summer plans 

ahead!  Here’s what they shared: 
 

Anthony – I’m going to ride my bike in the 

driveway. 
 

Emily – I’m going to go in the pool with 

Caitlin. 

 

Declan – I’m going to go sliding and roller 

skating at the park with my Daddy.    

 

Taylor – I want to go to the beach with 

Nanny, Pop, Marney, and Pop. 

 

Kathleen – I’m going to the Poconos with my 

Nana and to Delaware. 

 

John – I’m going to the beach with my Mom, 

my Dad, and my baby brother. 

 

Emmie – I’m going to live in a different 

house in Breezy Point with my family. 

 

Amelia – I’m going to play in a bouncy castle 

with my sister and brother. 

 

Ryan – I’m going to play in the pool with 

Megan. 
 

Emma – I will go to the beach and play with 

my friend Ryan. 

 

Adeline – I will go to the beach and wear my 

new bathing suit and sandals. 

 

Dillon – I’m going to the park and will play 

with my sister on the slide. 

 

Frankie – I’m going to go to the beach and 

will make a sandcastle. 

 

Natalia – I’m going to the beach and will 

jump in the waves. 

 

Kayla – I want to swim and go to McDonald’s 

 

Sonya – My mommy says I’m going to the 

park and the pool. 

 
Gavin – I want to play with Jack and Connor 

and my Mommy and Daddy. 

 

Patrick - I’m going on vacation to another 

hotel with a pool. 

 

Luke – I want Dad to cook stuff on the 

barbecue and go to the pool. 

 

Theodora – I want to pick flowers and go in 

the pool. 

 

Evelyn – I want to go outside and try to 

catch butterflies. 
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Emilia – I want to play outside and walk with 

my Daddy. 

 

Andre - I want to go to the park and see all 

my friends. 

 

Arshdeep – I want to go to Pennsylvania. 

 

Valentina – I want to go to the beach with 

my Mommy and Daddy and family. 

 

Rohan – I’m going to play with my brother 

outside and go in the pool. 

 

Lauren – I want to play with my family in the 

pool. 

 

Brendan – I want to go in the pool with my 

sister and my Mommy and Daddy. 

  
Lucas – I will go to the park with Arshdeep 

and then we’ll go to my house. 
 

Hope you have a great 

summer!    
 

~ Mrs. Dodson  

~ Mrs. Masetti 

 
Pre-K  

 

The end of Pre-K is very near, 

We’d like to share what we did this year. 

Now we know our ABC’s, 

colors, shapes and days. 

We sang some songs, 

learned some poems, rhymes and 

puppet plays. 

We played outside on sunny days, 

and inside when it rained. 

Our little hands and feet were busy in many 

different ways. 

Our teachers were Mrs. Strzepek and Mrs. 

Lenti. 

We kept them on their toes. 

They tied our shoes, combed our hair and 

even wiped our nose. 

But now it’s time to say ―Good-Bye‖ 

to all our preschool friends. 

School is over, summer’s here, 

But learning never ends! 
 

~Rainbows Within Reach~ 

Edited by Mrs. Lenti 
  

We’re glad we were your teachers, 

We’ve come to love you so. 

We can’t believe the end is near, 

We hate to see you go! 

Remember all the fun we had 

and all the things we did, 

But most of all remember 

You’re a VERY special kid! 

  

We are very proud of the children in Pre-K 

and all they have 

accomplished this 

year. We would like 

to thank the parents 

for their support 

and 

cooperation.  Thank 

you to our aides, 

Mrs. Donza, Miss 

Bowe and Mrs. 

Teleski, for all their hard work. And a 

special thank you to our class mothers, Mrs. 

Gayron, Mrs. Masullo and Mrs. Wahlig. You’ve 

always come through with anything we have 

asked you to do. 
 



 

13 

 

It has truly been a pleasure teaching your 

children. 
 

We had a wonderful year together! 
  
We wish all of you a happy and safe summer. 
  
~ Mrs. Lenti 

~ Mrs. Strzepek 
 

 
 

Kindergarten 
 

Graduation comes so quickly each year. The 

children are painting the glittering scenery 

with the excitement and anticipation of 

Graduation Day. We are practicing singing 

our songs, and memorizing our poems and 

lines for The New Kindergarten Creation! 

 

June 13th is the big day and we are hoping 

that it is a beautiful day. The gym will be 

filled with family and friends and many 

cameras will be waiting for the children to 

arrive. The guests will be treated to a ―The 

Year in Pictures‖, a slideshow of the 

children’s first year in kindergarten. 

  

The children will tell the Story of Creation 

through rhyme and song and this grand 

finale is always a wonderful memory for all. 

 

I want to say thank-you to some people who 

were always there to lend a helping hand.  

First, Mrs. Hnath, my 

right hand!  Mrs. 

Palmese, our class 

mom, thanks your 

generosity and always 

being there for all of 

us!  My ―Lazos‖ crew 

for hanging all the decorations and making 

this a beautiful setting for this creation. 

 

Lastly, I would like to say thank-you to you 

for entrusting your children to me. Every 

day was an adventure, 

each child bringing 

their own unique 

personality that made 

up the wonderful 

eclectic group of KL. 

Every year I am 

amazed at the endless 

potential of a five year 

old. I hope that they 

have learned as much from me as I have 

learned from them.  

 

They say that with each person you meet 

they leave a small piece of them with you.  I 

know that I am very grateful to have all your 

children’s ―pieces‖ in my heart! I will always 

remember them with a smile. 

 

I never say good-bye, I’ll be seeing you!   

 

~ Mrs. Lazos  

 
 

First Grade 
 

It’s so hard to believe that the end of the 

year is here! It seems like just yesterday it 

was September and the first graders were 

getting used to their new classroom setting! 

It has been a very busy year in 1C. 
 
We have continued following the Superkids 

on their adventures, while learning new 

spelling and grammar tricks and improving 

our reading skills and fluency. A favorite 
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activity this spring was building a garden of 

antonyms as we met ―Anthony Antonym‖ and 

learned about how he does the opposite of 

what you tell him too!  We have been growing 

and learning with our Superkid friend this 

year and cannot wait for 

more adventures in 

second grade. 

 
In Math, we finished 

learning about different 

types of graphs by 

creating graphs of our 

own. After coming up 

with our own survey questions, such as 

favorite color, best YouTuber, and favorite 

book, the first graders asked each of their 

classmates to vote on their topic. They were 

able to do this quickly and efficiently by 

utilizing their tallying skills. The first 

graders then took all of their tallies and 

created bar graphs based on the data that 

they collected. After graphs, we finished 

out first grade by shifting to geometry and 

learning all about different 3-dimensional 

shapes. We had a lot of fun finding real life 

objects that were the shapes we were 

learning about. We finished up first grade 

by learning about symmetry (which we also 

learned about from Ms. Petruzzo in art 

class!) 

 

In science, we learned all about the life 

cycle of a chicken to prepare for our field 

trip to the Queens County Farm. At the 

farm we learned about the life cycle and 

behaviors of the farm’s free-range heritage 

breed hens. We were even able to go on 

hayride at the farm! 

 

Although we weren’t in school for Earth Day, 

we celebrated when we got back to school by 

learning all about our Earth, its natural 

resources, and what we can do to protect it. 

Then, in preparation for Memorial Day and 

the 4th of July, we learned about our county 

and the different symbols that we recognize 

as Americans.  

 
The first graders are getting themselves 

ready for second grade in every way 

possible, including 

learning more about the 

sacraments that they 

will prepare to receive 

next year. We have 

learned about the gifts 

from God that we 

received during these 

sacraments and they are 

excited to be able to receive two of these 

next year. 

 
The end of the year at OLV would not be 

complete without two fun days-- Field Day 

and Spirit Day! The first graders had so 

much fun on each of these days. They are 

very thankful to all of the OLV staff and 

parent volunteers who made these two 

special days possible for us! 

 
As the end of the year approaches, the first 

graders would like to say a very special 

―thank you‖ and ―congratulations‖ to their 

8th grade buddies on their graduation from 

OLV School. We have had so much fun 

getting to know each one of you and loved 

being your buddies this year. We will much 

you so much next year! Good luck in high 

school! 
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On behalf of all of the first graders, I hope 

that everyone has a fun and relaxing 

summer! 
 

~ Miss Conboy 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Second Grade 

Happy Summer!  

 

It is hard to believe the school year is over. 

It has been a joy to get to know the children 

and to watch them grow in so many ways 

throughout the year. They have taught me a 

lot and I am grateful to have been their 

teacher.  I wish them continued success in 

third grade! 

 

On May 11th the children continued their 

faith journey 

when they 

received the 

sacrament of 

First Holy 

Communion. 

The children 

were excited 

to become full 

members of the Church community and to 

share this day with family and friends.  The 

second graders also participated in the May 

Crowning ceremony. What an amazing job 

the children did 

singing ―A 

Mother Lined a 

Basket!‖ It was 

a wonderful 

and prayerful 

experience.  

 
 

In science we 

learned about 

the parts of the plant. We watched some 

Brain Pop videos to help us get a better 

understanding of plants. We planted and 

observed 

plants. The 

students 

learned about 

seeds and 

how they 

scatter.  This helped us prepare for our 

field trip to The Queens County Farm 

Museum. Here we explored plant parts, 

photosynthesis, and the plant growth cycle.  

We took a tour of a working farm that 

focused on the planting fields. The children 

were excited to bring home seedlings.  A fun 

day was had by all! A special thank you to our 

parent chaperones - Mrs. McGovern and Mrs. 

Miccio. 

 

In Math, the children learned to measure 

objects in inches and centimeters. They 

enjoyed taking surveys and making picture 

and bar graphs. The students learned the 

names of two and three dimensional shapes 

and created a town with these shapes. They 

have also been introduced to fractions and 

have learned about halves, thirds and 

fourths. They are so excited to learn this 
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new skill.  As 

with any new 

skill, continued 

practice will 

lead to 

success. 
 

In the Spring, 

we enjoyed 

writing about 

all the things we love to do in the warmer 

weather. The students had a great time 

making a nest for their peep with jelly beans 

and toothpicks. How creative they were in 

their designs!  
 

We continued to read the Superkids Take 

Off and to practice reading fluency. The 

students practiced identifying the setting, 

problem, solution, main idea and character 

traits.  They’ve practiced using the text to 

support their answers to questions.  
 

The children wrote persuasive paragraphs to 

persuade others to vote for their paragraph.  

We then enjoyed the winning food as a 

snack.  

Yummy!  
 

The children have learned their cursive 

letters and are excited to use it in their 

everyday writing. They know the importance 

of practicing this new skill.   
 

In Social Studies we learned about the 

different landforms. We explored the 

physical characteristics of different places 

and how this affects people’s activities. We 

learned about natural resources and how to 

care for our Earth.  
 

It’s been a blessing to be a part of this 

special year with the children.  Thank you to 

all the parents for your support and help 

throughout the year.  A special thank you 

goes to Mrs. McGovern, for being a 

wonderful and 

dedicated class 

mother.  
 

I wish you a 

healthy, safe and 

restful summer! 
 

Enjoy your time 

with family and 

friends. 

 

~ Mrs. Burgess 
 

 
 
 

Third Grade 
 

Wow, we can’t believe the 2018-2019 school 

year is almost over. This year has been 

fantastic. We have made so many great 

memories! Of course, many of our favorite 

memories were 

made during 

Catholic 

Schools Week. 

Catholic 

Schools Week 

always includes 

so many fun 

activities--it 

was a blast! More highlights from this year 

include our field trip to United Skates. We 

enjoyed learning more about Newton’s Laws 

of Motion and participating in the different 

STEM activities. Making balloon rockets was 

our favorite! We also had a great time 

skating with our friends. It was so much fun 

to go on a field trip with our classmates and 

share a wonderful day together!  

 



 

17 

 

Another one of our most recent highlights 

from this year was Spirit Day! It was a fun-

filled day as always. We loved getting to 

spend the day with friends, dancing and 

playing games. It was great to watch our 

classmates participate in the talent show 

and recycled fashion show!  

 

In Math, we have learned so much this year! 

We learned all about multiplication, division, 

area, perimeter, geometry, measurement, 

and so much more! We really enjoyed all the 

fun activities we did when we worked on area 

and fractions! We loved watching fun Brain 

Pop videos, using iPads to practice our skills, 

playing math games including ‖Scoot,‖  ―I 

have...Who has..?‖ as well as Kahoot!, playing 

Smart Board games and solving tricky word 

problems when we worked in groups. We 

especially loved singing all the skip counting 

songs that helped us master our 

multiplication facts. We are looking forward 

to using all of our knowledge in fourth grade! 
 

In Reading, we read some great stories as a 

class which led to many engaging 

conversations. We definitely enjoyed 

participating in 

the interactive 

Smart Board 

lessons and 

games. We loved 

going up to the 

board to answer 

questions and 

earn points for our teams. It really made 

learning fun! We also had a blast doing so 

many fun monthly projects. One of our 

favorite projects was when we shared our 

biography reports. It was so much fun 

because we were able to dress up as the 

person we read 

about and share 

important facts 

about their lives. It 

was great to see all 

the props and learn 

about so many 

important ―Awesome 

Americans.‖  In 

April, we also 

enjoyed reading 

poetry and 

reciting our 

favorite poems to 

the class. In 

addition, we 

enjoyed reading 

and writing about 

our favorite Saints. It was great to share 

and learn so many interesting facts about 

them! During the year we enjoyed reading 

chapter books as a class. One of our favorite 

books was The Chocolate Touch by Patrick 

Skene Catling. In May, we also enjoyed 

reading Charlotte’s Web, by E.B. White. We 

enjoyed the many great characters in 

Charlotte’s Web.  It was a great story! 
 

In Science and Social Studies we enjoyed 

reading Scholastic News and watching the 

cool videos that went along with each article. 

We also had fun completing projects 

throughout the year. In Science, we 

especially enjoyed researching the variety 

of penguin species and completing our 

penguin project. We learned so many 

interesting facts while working on our 

reports! Our favorite Social Studies project 

was our timeline project. We had so much 

fun thinking about all the wonderful events 

of our lives and sharing them with the class. 
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It was great to see how cute we all were as 

babies!  
 

This year was full of technology! Kahoot! was 

one of our favorite apps to play on the iPads. 

Watching math videos and singing along to 

skip counting songs helped us tremendously. 

We watched so many Brain Pop, Jr. videos, 

too. We really love them because they are so 

funny and really help us learn. Going to 

Computer class, using the Smart Board, and 

getting to use the iPads was fantastic!  We 

really enjoyed using so many new apps and 

playing lots of fun games.  
 

In Religion, we learned about the different 

parts of the Church year as we celebrated 

each season and recognized that we are all 

important members of the Church. We also 

learned how important Mass is to our faith. 

One of the many highlights this year was our 

class mass. It was so special to us because 

we got to participate by doing the readings, 

bringing up the Gifts and singing our 

meditation hymn. We also enjoyed our 

research project on the Saints. It was fun 

to share with all of our friends the many 

things we discovered! Our visits with Father 

Tom were always eventful. We especially 

enjoyed when we got to tour the church and 

discuss the bible stories that inspired all of 

the stained glass windows! We loved meeting 

with Father Tom and asking many 

questions—we learned so many new things! 

Our visits with Father Tom were so special 

to us and we will always remember them. We 

look forward to our meetings next year. 

Thank you, Father Tom! 

 

This year was also special because we 

continued the tradition of ―Thankful 

Thursdays.‖ We loved watching all of the 

classes perform each month. We especially 

loved it when it was our turn to perform in 

May. We taught everyone about good 

sportsmanship and helped to prepare 

everybody for one of our favorite 

days…Field Day! Field day, as always, was 

great! It was so much fun participating in so 

many great activities for the entire day! We 

can’t wait for next year! 

 

In addition to Field day, we loved all the 

other great ―end‖ of year activities including 

the Spring Concert, Dance Recital, Twirling 

Showcase, Spirit Day, and the Talent Show. 

It was great to be able to participate in all 

these wonderful activities! In third grade we 

also had the opportunity to join band and 

practice each week. It 

was so much fun to 

perform in front of 

everybody at the 

concert. The dance 

recital and talent show 

were great, too! We 

were so proud to share 

our gifts and talents 

with everyone.  

 

In closing, we would like to thank all of our 

parents for all your support and cooperation 

throughout 

the year. We 

have truly 

enjoyed 

working with 

the children. 

It has been a 

pleasure to 

see how well 

the students strived all year to reach the 

high standards that were set forth in third 
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grade.  We commend everyone’s efforts for 

a job well done! 3Z and 3R had a great year 

and we are confident that all of the third 

graders are ready for all of the challenges 

fourth grade has to offer!  
 

Have a great summer! 
 

~ Mrs. Zaldivar (3Z) 

~ Mrs. Ruggiero (3R) 

 

 
 

Fourth Grade 
 

―No more pencils, no more books…‖ -- well, 

not quite yet! 

We are, however, coming to the end of our 

year as 4th graders, and what a year it has 

been! 
 

Since our last Victory Voice, the 4th 

graders have completed both the ELA and 

the Math NYS tests.  We are pleased to say 

that we worked hard, and did our best!  We 

are also pleased to say that they are in our 

past! NY State Science Performance and 

Written tests are coming up, and we are 

busy preparing for them by reviewing all 

areas of our Science curriculum.  Life 

Science, where we learn about living plants 

and animals, is always interesting.  We even 

got to grow flowers in our classrooms! We 

did a fun experiment with a strange 

substance called Oobleck! We had so much 

fun touching it and playing with it to figure 

out if it is considered a solid or a liquid! 

 

In math, we have spent a great deal of time 

working with fractions.  We have learned to 

add, subtract, and multiply fractions, turn 

fractions into mixed numbers, and turn 

mixed numbers into improper fractions. We 

made chocolate chip cookies to learn how to 

double the recipe, they were delicious! Then 

we studied geometry, we all made our own 

maps which included different shapes, 

parallel lines and angles. Come check out our 

maps hanging up in the hallway! Now, we are 

working on turning fractions into decimals.  

There is so much to learn! 

 

In Social Studies, we are learning about the 

early years of our country.  We have read 

about and discussed how our country’s 

system of government came to be, and how 

it works.  We realize that knowing about our 

country’s historical past makes us better 

citizens. 

 

Reading stories in our Journeys textbooks is 

always enjoyable. One of the interesting 

stories we have read was ―Invasion from 

Mars,‖ which is based on Orson Welles’ ―The 

War of the Worlds‖ radio broadcast from 

1938.  Would you believe that Martians 

really landed in a field in New Jersey?  

Another story we enjoyed immensely was 

―Dear Mr. Winston‖ which was written in the 

form of a letter of apology from a girl who 

had brought a snake into the library to do 

research about it.  Can you guess what she 

needed to apologize to the librarian for? 

 

In Religion class we’ve learned about the Ten 

Commandments, and have begun working in 

our Family Life books.  As a class, we 

continue to attend 8:30 mass monthly. The 

4th graders have been working hard on 

making scrapbooks about their memories of 

4th grade. We are very excited to show them 

to our families and friends when we are 

finished with them! 
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In April, the 4th graders were responsible 

for the Lenten Prayer Service.  We 

reenacted the reading of the Passion of 

Christ for the student body congregation.  

  
We diligently practiced our lines and the 

staging, so that everyone would appreciate 

the prayerful nature of our production.  

Based on the reaction from the 

congregation, we succeeded! 
 

Our Field Trip was amazing!  Along with the 

3rd and 5th graders, we traveled to United 

Skates in Seaford.  There we learned about 

Isaac Newton, and his laws of motion.  We 

did hands on experiments to test out these 

laws! After this, we enjoyed a pizza lunch 

and were able to prove his laws by roller 

skating or 

blading. Thank 

you so much to 

Mrs. Berkowitz 

and Mrs. Ieraci 

for being our 

4th grade 

chaperones! 
 

We cannot leave 4th grade without thanking 

our amazing class mothers, Mrs. Frisina and 

Mrs. Greci, and all parents for making our 

class parties truly special occasions...thank 

you. 
 

As we move into 5th grade, we tried to 

decide what the most memorable moment of 

the past year was...but we could not agree:  

The first day of school with our feelings of 

excitement and nervousness will be 

remembered by Nicholas K. and Brendan.  

Juliette, Aurelie and Anaiah were happy to 

find friendly people at their new school.   
 

The ―We Love New York‖ Thankful Thursday 

presentation and the Passion Play Lenten 

Prayer Service were memorable for 

Julianna, Matthew R., Sarah Z., and 

Christopher.  Our Christmas celebrations, 

including going to see ―The Nutcracker‖ at 

Sacred Heart High School, were a great 

time for Brigid, Peter, Bella, Xena, Monica, 

and Keegan.   
 

Catholic Schools Week is always memorable, 

with Pajama Day, Jersey Day, the author 

visit and making Valentines for Vets.  

Gabriella A., Christian, Owen, Leighton, and 

Julia enjoyed all of it!  And a shout-out to 

the Drama Club was given by Adriana and 

Madelyn Menard, for their fine presentation 

of ―The Little Mermaid.‖ 
 

We came half-way this year, and our 

celebration was one thing Victoria, Matthew 

L., Kevin, and Rocco won’t forget.  Some of 

the many projects we did made an 

impression on Gabriella P., James, and Jack, 

and Madelyn Meier loved making cookies as a 

STEM project.  John is enjoying our 

scrapbook project.  Lisa is happy to have 

learned the names of all the states--and 

many countries! 
 

The Spit Tournament (don’t worry, it was a 

math lesson!) will be remembered by Sofia.  

All specials are enjoyed by Joe, and learning 

Spanish for the first time will be 

remembered by Victor.  Being involved in 

Student Council is also a first for 4th 
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graders, and Sarah O. was happy to be a 

part of it! 

 

Our amazing field trip to United Skates will 

be remembered by Maria, Julie, Kyle, 

William, and Samantha. 

 

Edania was thrilled to see her Book Log grow 

this year.  Alexa and Aliyah were overjoyed 

to celebrate her birthday in class, with all 

her friends.  And, of course, not much can 

compare with Nicholas A.’s feeling of relief 

after the New York State ELA test was 

completed. 

 

Whatever our favorite memory of 4th grade 

was, we all can agree that we have come a 

long way since September, and we are all 

ready for the challenges of 5th grade.  

Wishing you all a very happy and restful 

summer vacation! 
 

4th grade...OUT! 
 

~ Mrs. Kelly  

~ Mrs. Dombek 

 
 

Fifth Grade 
 

In our final trimester, the fifth grade 

religion curriculum, the seven sacraments, 

has been expanded to include The Family 

Life program.  This program presents skills 

and virtues for Catholic family living.  We 

have learned and discussed the importance 

of families to our church community.  

Students are more aware that each and 

every life is a sacred gift from God.  We 

also learned about the Feast Days that 

honor our Blessed Mother.  We are using 

Formed.org to contribute to our learning 

about Mary and the virtues from Family Life. 

 

During this last trimester, The HEPP 

program was made available to the fifth 

graders.  The focus of this program is on 

taking care of and respecting our bodies, 

making good choices, and handling peer 

pressure. They learned how to respond to 

different situations by role playing and 

practicing being kind or assertive in 

different real world situations that they 

might face. 

 

In Math, students presented their math 

projects, The Mathematician’s Expedition to 

family, schoolmates and friends.  The final 

project was a culmination of months of work 

and research.  All of the students did a 

great job exploring different mathematical 

problems to solve using their math skills.  

Projects included everything from planning 

parties, taking vacations, remodeling 

bedrooms, raising pets, and even opening 

businesses.  Thanks to all the parents for 

their support and guidance in completing 

these projects.  We are finishing off the 

year by learning about units of measure and 

applying all the skills we have learned to 

reading and analyzing graphs. 

 

In Social Studies we continue to explore how 

our country began and became this great 

nation! We have compared and imagined what 

it would be like to live in Colonial Times and 

we think it's unanimous that the 5th grade 

class would not want to live during that time 

period.   We have integrated Computer class 

with our study of the American Revolution 

by creating a computer generated timeline 

of the major events leading to the War for 
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Independence. In addition, we have 

researched important figures of the 

Revolution. Both of these projects are on 

display outside our classrooms. 

 

In Reading/ELA students have completed 

reading Esperanza Rising...sure to be a 

favorite for years to come. We are 

continuing our development of reading 

skills...using text features, finding text 

evidence, author’s point of view, content 

specific vocabulary, as we use Storyworks 

magazine. We have just completed reading 

the paired texts about Life Without Hair. 

Students have compared and contrasted the 

experiences of two girls; one who has 

alopecia, and the other who donated her hair 

for kids with hair loss. The magazine also 

exposes us to Infographic analysis and 

design and a debate. The most recent 

debate focused on travel sports...are they 

really out of control? Naturally, there are 

pros and cons. Interesting class discussions 

followed.  

 

Reading is the key to knowledge! 

 

Spirit Day and Field Day were also two fun 

days that were spent as a school family. The 

country western theme for Spirit Day was 

exciting! Thanks to all the parents who 

supported our Field Day. It was great having 

fun together! The fifth grade also spent a 

fun day roller skating/roller blading as we 

learned about the laws of motion and Sir 

Isaac Newton.  We certainly have created 

many great memories with our friends this 

year! 

 

We hope you have a great and relaxing 

summer! Thank you for all the support and 

help you have provided throughout the 

school year. 

 

~ Mrs. Schneider, 5 

~ Mrs. Heilmann, 5 

~ Ms. Varrassi, 6 

 

 
 

Sixth Grade 

 

Hello from Sixth Grade! 

 

Spring has sprung and we are coming closer 

to summertime! The fifth and sixth grade 

students are refreshed from our recent 

April break and are ready to finish off the 

year on a high note! We should all be 

thankful for a very successful school year. 

 

In Science, the sixth grade students have 

finished their unit on plant diversity with a 

fun and innovative experiment where they 

learned about what things a plant needs in 

order to grow. The students taped seed 

bags onto the window and made 

observations/predictions each day about the 

progress of their seeds. It was interesting 

to see how many predictions changed over 

time. Recently, sixth grade has been 

investigating the characteristics of 

invertebrates and vertebrates. Did you know 

that there are actually more species without 

a backbone than there are with a backbone? 

In a few short weeks, students will be 

introduced to the circulatory system and will 

participate in the dissection of a cow’s 

heart. They will learn how important the 

heart is when it comes to moving blood 

throughout an organism’s body. Fifth grade 

students have learned all about rocks and 

minerals. Students examined different kinds 



 

23 

 

of rocks and how they are formed. One 

homework assignment required them to go 

out in nature, find a rock, and classify it 

based on the classifications they have 

learned about. Within the last months of 

school, students will be blasting off into the 

stars to learn about all of the components of 

the solar system. In trimester 3, the fifth 

grade will be continuing the Second Step 

program to help them solve problems, seek 

help and deal with peer pressure. 

 

The third trimester brought us many things 

like the Math Expedition and the NYS Math 

Test. I am so proud of all the hard work 

that the class has done in preparing for both 

of these events. The 6th grade was asked to 

pick a career based project to research for 

the Math Expedition.  Some of the projects 

were about opening businesses, becoming a 

teacher, and even going to medical school. I 

hope these projects helped them to learn 

more about these careers and motivates 

them even more to reaching their goals. 

Have a great summer! 

 

In Social Studies, the sixth grade’s trek 

around the world will be coming to an end. 

Students selected a Greek god/goddess, 

completed research, and presented their 

findings to the class. A great job was done 

by all and the projects are hanging in the 

hallway for all guests to see. The students 

are gearing up for their Medieval Times trip 

which will be a culmination of what they have 

read about in their textbooks. It will be a 

great experience to see history come to life! 

The last stop on our trip will be in Ancient 

Rome. 

 

In Religion, the students are continuing to 

explore the key ideas that help them to live 

as disciples of Jesus Christ. The students 

have taken part in Stations of the Cross. 

They have also been learning about Mary and 

how much of an important figure she is in 

preparation for May Crowning on May 23rd.  

 

Grade 6 ELA students have recently taken 

their NYS Computer Based Test ELA exams. 

This year we had a smooth experience and 

the students ALL prefer the computer 

based test compared to the standard pen 

and paper design! They exercised excellent 

stamina and focus, and displayed an 

eagerness to ―show what they know‖. I am 

confident that they all worked to the best 

of their ability! 

 

The novel, The Island of the Blue Dolphins, 

was our latest class book. It is the story of 

a young girl, Karana, who through unforeseen 

circumstances is left behind on a Pacific 

Island. She survives alone for 18 years, when 

she is finally rescued. It is a true story! 

During our study of this book we utilized the 

US National Park website which oversees 

this island today. We saw the artifacts she 

left behind and listened to expert testimony 

from witnesses. In addition we learned a 

great deal about the land and sea animals 

she encountered. Some she actually tamed. 

It was an enjoyable book. 

 

Sixth graders continue to read for both 

pleasure and knowledge using a variety of 

resources: 

Castle Learning, ReadWorks, and Freckle 

websites, in addition to Storyworks 

magazine articles and our vocabulary builder, 
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Vocabulary Workshop. So much to do, so 

little time! :) 
 

~ Ms. Varrassi, 6 

~ Mrs. Schneider, 5 

~ Mrs. Heilmann, 5 

 

 
 

Seventh and Eighth Grades 
 

7th and 8th Grade ELA 
 

7th Grade ELA 

 

In ELA 7, we completed argumentative 

essays on a topic that most students found 

compelling: whether or not schools should 

ban homework! After reading four different 

articles on the topic, students were asked to 

make a claim about schools banning 

homework and support it with evidence from 

the articles. We also learned how to present 

the counterclaim in order to strength our 

argument by disproving it. The students 

were very successful! 

 

8th Grade ELA 

 

In ELA 8, students were extremely excited 

to read our final novel: The Outsiders! Along 

with reading it, we watched the 1983 movie 

version in order to help prepare for the final 

project. Students were able to choose from 

several options for a project, including 

recasting the movie with present day actors! 

We have also been very busy writing 

chapters in our OLV Memory books, which 

will serve as the eighth grade 

ELA Trimester exam. Students will soon be 

putting the book together with the writing 

and pictures to be displayed on Awards 

Night!  

 

Congrats to the Class of 2019! 

 

~ Mrs. Briana Cappiello 

 

 
 

7th and 8th Grade Math 

7th grade Math 

 

The seventh grade students are completing 

a unit on Geometry.  Students delved into 

several geometry topics they have been 

developing over the years.  We have 

explored topics such as angles, area, surface 

area, and volume in the most challenging 

form students have experienced 

yet.  Students have become fluent in these 

difficult problems.  We will soon begin our 

review for the Catholic High School 

Entrance Exam that 7th graders will be 

taking in October.  

 

I have been very impressed with the 7th 

grade throughout the year.  They adjusted 

to middle school very well and have 

continued to work hard throughout the year.   

Have a beautiful and relaxing summer!  You 

have earned it! 

 

8th grade Math  

 

Our eighth grade math students spent most 

of the third trimester completing a 

Geometry unit. Students have learned about 

translations, reflections, and rotations in 

the coordinate plane and, more importantly, 

how to use them to precisely define the 

concept of congruence. Students have 
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experimented with these basic properties 

and deepened their understanding of these 

properties using reasoning.  Finally, we will 

explore the topic of Statistics and Displays.  

Students will find this topic to be very 

useful in all subject areas in their high 

school courses.  

 

The eighth graders have worked hard all 

year.  I hope you all enjoy your summer 

vacation. Good luck to all of you as you head 

off to high school.  You are ready for the 

challenges and excitement that are ahead of 

you.  I have enjoyed my time with you and I 

will miss all of you. 

 

Algebra 

 

Our eighth grade Algebra students have 

vigorously prepared for the Regents Exam 

on June 19. They have worked diligently all 

year long and I have no doubt that they will 

be successful on the exam.  I’m very proud 

of this group of young people.  They have 

demonstrated their dedication, integrity, 

and tenacity throughout the year.   

 

Please keep them in your prayers on June 19.  

 

 ~ Mrs. Anna Sullivan 

 
 

7th and 8th Grade Religion 

 

7th Grade Religion 

 

7C 
 

In 7C Religion, we have completed the 

seventh grade part of the Confirmation 

assignments in preparation for the 

sacrament next year! The final assignments 

included reflections on a prayer experience 

and the sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Students will soon be decorating folders for 

their assignments and they will be given to 

Fr. Tom! The seventh graders also have a 

few final chapters to cover about what it 

means to be a disciple of Jesus.  

 

~ Mrs. Briana Cappiello 
 

7V 
 

Students in Religion class prepared 

themselves 

for Easter 

by learning 

and living 

the meaning 

of Lent. 

They 

discussed 

how praying, 

fasting and giving alms is a way to make Lent 

a more meaningful experience. Each week 

they chose a symbol to represent each of 

the Lenten practices and wrote on it how 

they observed the practice. They attached 

their symbol to a large cross to unite their 

sacrifices with Jesus. The goal was to 

completely fill the cross. It was 

accomplished! We continue to prepare for 

Confirmation. The students have reflected 

on many prayer experiences.   
 

Please pray for us! 
 

~ Mrs. Virdone 
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8G & 8S 
 

8th Grade Religion  

 

Congratulations to all of the eighth graders 

as they received the Holy Spirit in 

Confirmation.  Bishop Andrzej welcomed 

these young men and women into the Church 

in a beautiful ceremony on March 25.  May 

the Lord continue to bless them as they 

continue their journey with Christ.  
 

Have a relaxing summer vacation! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

~ Mrs. Anna Sullivan 

~ Mr. Gilroy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7th and 8th Grade Science 

 

7th grade Science 
 

During Science class the students had the 

hands-on experience of breaking open 

geodes and observing the minerals held 

within. They found the density of the 

minerals by using water displacement and 

triple beam balances. Each student was able 

to bring home a piece of the geode to help 

them remember the wonders and beauty 

that can be inside an ordinary looking rock. 
 

 

8th grade Science 
 

The last few months have been very busy in 

8th grade Science class as all students 

prepare to take the Science State test in 

May and June and then select students will 

take the Living Environment Regent in June. 

We have observed structural and molecular 

evidence for relationships among plants 

species and will be simulating natural 

selection by using different tools to see 

which are ―best adapted‖ for the task of 

picking up seeds. There is always so much to 

explore in the world around us. Always stay 

curious! 
 

Congratulations to all of our winners at the 

Chaminade Invitational Science Fair. Many 

took top awards.  They all did an outstanding 

job!!  
 

Good luck to all of the graduating 8th grade 

students. I know each and every one of you 

will go on to do great things!  
 

Congratulations class of 2019! 

 

~ Mrs. Virdone 

 
 

7th and 8th Grade  
Social Studies 

 

7th & 8th Grade Social Studies 

 

This past trimester, both the 7th and 8th 

Graders completed a project on America’s 

First Ladies. Each student was assigned one 

First Lady and wrote a research essay on 

the life and accomplishments of each woman. 

Each class competed against one another, 
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resulting in 15 winners. Congratulations to 

Gavin Logan, Katie Troy, Joe Bonagura, 

Tommy Mansfield, Meaghan Hayes, Conor 

Guilfoyle, Emma Foley, Rebecca Smith, Lia 

Payano, Sophia Ieraci, Tommy Van Riper, 

Grace Lavin, Callum Reilly, Jessica Lindskog, 

and Casey May. Great work! 

 

7th Grade Social Studies 

 

The 7th Graders have been working hard to 

continue their journey through United 

States History this trimester. We started 

off this past trimester analyzing the United 

States Constitution.  Students wrote essays 

on which amendments they think are the 

most important both today and throughout 

history. The students quickly moved on to 

study the first four of our nation’s 

presidents and the examples that they set 

for the men who would come after them. 

After completing this period, both classes 

moved on to study the Industrial Revolution 

and the Age of Andrew Jackson. The final 

weeks of the trimester will be spent 

studying the horrors of slavery and the Civil 

War. This year, it has been a pleasure to 

watch the 7th graders continue their 

educational journey and keep growing in 

their education and faith. 

 

8th Grade Social Studies 

 

In 8th Grade Social Studies, the students 

have been working tirelessly through the 

20th Century. This trimester, 8th graders 

covered the excitement of the Roaring 20’s 

and the struggles of the Great Depression. 

From topics such as the stock market crash, 

the Charleston, and the election of FDR, we 

have been building up to the beginnings of 

one of the most horrific wars in human 

history, World War II. Students took great 

interest in World War II, studying Pearl 

Harbor, the Holocaust, and the Fall of Nazi 

Germany. We even participated in a debate 

covering the dropping of the atomic bomb. 

The end of the year will be spent completing 

a final research project before heading to 

awards night and graduation. You will be 

missed next year! 
 

Thank you for a great school year, 
 

~ Mr. Gilroy 
 

 

 
 

Art 
 

As we wrap up the final trimester, students 

in the art room have come full circle in their 

artistic knowledge and skills. 

 

The first graders learned about Vincent Van 

Gogh and his very unique style. They 

recreated Van Gogh’s sunflower paintings, 

utilizing his techniques in chalk pastel. The 

students also made sailboats and painted 

their reflections. They are able to 

confidently define all major parts of a 

sailboat and these amazing finished pieces 

are hanging in the hallway by the art room. 

Now, they are making patterned kites flying 

through a textured sky. Texture is now a 

familiar topic in the first grade. We are all 

looking forward to see how these come out.  

 

The second and third graders made giant 

Easter eggs decorated with patterns and 

painted using warm and cool colors. Now, 

students are mimicking the famous water lily 

paintings by impressionist painter, Claude 
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Monet. This lesson involves elements of 

science through the inclusion of the ―wax 

resist method.‖ The students learned that 

oil and water resist each other. Therefore, 

the oil pastel lilies will reject the watercolor 

pond to make a dynamic piece of art.  

 

The fourth and fifth graders contributed 

logo designs to a Floral Park organization 

known as, C.R.E.W (Coalition of Resources of 

Education and Wellness.) These designs 

promoted the safety of our community’s 

youth against drugs, bullying and other 

dangers.  A winner will be chosen to 

permanently represent this group, how 

exciting! Now, they are working on creating 

cityscapes using the one point perspective 

method. Although challenging, the students 

have been quite successful at this.  

 

The sixth and seventh graders are also 

learning about Van Gogh and his unique style. 

In this case, they are focusing specifically 

on his famous landscape paintings such as 

the classic, Starry Night. They learned the 

differences between background, middle 

ground and foreground and how to identify 

them on a picture plain. These students are 

also working in Van Gogh’s style and learning 

how to use complimentary colors to create 

shadows.  

The eighth graders are still working 

diligently on their tessellations (which are 

widely associated with mathematics and M.C 

Escher’s work.) At this stage of the project, 

the students are refining their skills on 

seamlessly blending colored pencils and 

practicing consistent repetition in their 

artwork. I am excited to see these finished 

pieces that warranted a lot of patience and 

creativity.  

I am looking forward to finishing off this 

school year strong. I also hope all students 

have a safe and creative summer and I thank 

you for a wonderful first year at OLV. Enjoy! 

 

~ Ms. Petruzzo 
 

 

 
 

Computer Technology 
 

In the OLV Computer Lab students learn 

skills that will help them thrive in the 21st 

century, but it 

goes way beyond 

technical skills. 

My goal is to 

teach students 

more than just 

how to touch 

type, format 

text in Microsoft 

Word, or create an animated PowerPoint 

presentation.  I want 

them to learn how to 

manage their time 

wisely and work 

together to solve 

problems.  I want 

them to be skilled in organizing their 

thoughts and research, and to be aware of 

copyright laws and 

online safety. I want 

them to understand 

the reasoning behind 

their actions so they 

can troubleshoot and 

solve problems. I want 

them to use their imaginations, persevere 

and have confidence in their ability to do 

WHATEVER they set their minds to!  I want 
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them to feel pride in their work, and enjoy 

the process of learning.  I see technology as 

the tool that helps them practice these 

important skills.  

 

What do Nursery through 8th grade 

students at OLV learn in Computer class?  

They learn basic and advanced skills 

appropriate for 

their grade level. 

Activities include 

everything from 

web based 

educational 

games that 

reinforce math, 

ELA, and problem-solving skills to project 

based lessons that require the use of 

productivity apps like Microsoft Word, 

Excel, Power Point, Google Docs, Slides, 

Sheets, and more.  I do my best to make 

lessons relevant, fun, and challenging and try 

to add a spiritual aspect to lessons when I 

can, BECAUSE I can!    All I ask is that they 

listen, make good choices, and try their very 

best - always.   
 

Have a wonderful summer. 
 

~ Mrs. Delaney 

 
 

 

La clase de español 
 

We have finally made it to the end of our 

2018-2019 school year! Time has flown by 

very quickly!  It has been a crazy year but 

day by day we have been able to make 

through. 

 

In 4th grade we have been working with the 

body parts, singing songs and even 

exercising, in order to be able to learn the 

each body part. 

 

In 5th grade we learned the classroom 

objects, and now animals! Students drew a 

classroom and labeled all the classroom 

objects. They are currently working on 

making a jungle or a zoo since we are 

learning the animals. 

 

6th grade learned about food. They were 

able to work on a 3D refrigerator project 

and presented it in class. They wrote 

sentences using the verbs learned and were 

able to speak about the food in their 

refrigerator. 

 

7th grade worked with the neighborhood 

vocabulary. They worked on a project about 

their neighborhood. They wrote a script 

without the use of a translator but only 

using an actual dictionary and their 

knowledge in Spanish. They are filming the 

video in which they narrate and show their 

town together with a partner. The video is 

only in Spanish.  

 

It was unbelievable how the 8th graders 

culminated their Spanish careers at OLV. 

They were able to go to an authentic 

Mexican restaurant, ―El Café de Hoya,‖ and 

practiced their speaking skills.  Each student 

ordered in Spanish and had a wonderful 

experience. They also worked on a group 

project in class and outside class. They 

wrote a script without using any translator. 

The only translator they used was an actual 

dictionary, their notebooks and their 

knowledge in Spanish. They did a cooking 
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video using the Spanish commands that they 

learned in class.  

 

My beautiful 8th graders, I would like to tell 

you that being your Spanish teacher for 

these two years has made me a happy 

teacher. I’ve seen how each of you has 

progressed and I feel very happy and proud. 

Please continue to work hard and never 

forget the beauty of being bilingual! I will 

miss you and may God always bless your 

path!! 

 

~ Sra. Moore 

 

 
 

Library News 
 

The love of reading is one of the most 

important gifts you can share with your 

children. 
 

In the library we continue to foster literacy, 

playing a major role in a student’s success in 

school and life.  Daily reading helps students 

strengthen their critical thinking and 

communication skills while expanding their 

vocabulary and general knowledge base. 
 

Let us always continue to ENCOURAGE 

READING. 
 

My very best wishes for a happy and healthy 

summer.  Relax and ENJOY. 
 

I look forward to seeing you in September. 
 

~ Mrs. Donnelly 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Music 
 

First Grade 

In music class, first graders are learning 

about the Woodwind Family of 

Instruments.  They love to ―play along‖ when 

they watch a soloists play with the 

orchestra.  They are working to know the 

difference between the words/syllables to a 

song as opposed to the ―steady beat‖, which 

are usually not the same. Using drums, 

xylophones, metalophones, woodblocks and 

rhythm sticks, they are becoming familiar 

with this skill.  They are also learning to 

read rudimentary rhythms using rhythm 

syllables and craft sticks, which they are 

eager to learn! 

 

Fourth Grade 

Fourth graders are working with Triple 

Meter.  Reading music in 3/4 time signature, 

singing and conducting in 3 is what they are 

busy doing.  Working with a partner, or in 

groups, students have a variety of activities 

to help them experience, hear and become 

familiar with music in Triple Meter.  Fourth 

graders are very good singers and know 

their hand signs for the major scale!  They 

will be finishing up the year in music by 

combining singing, percussion instruments, 

movement and playing the recorders.  
 

Fifth Grade 

Fifth graders are working learning to read 

Sixteenth Notes, which are a small rhythmic 

value. Sixteenth notes add to the layers of 

rhythm and combine with simpler rhythms to 

make for fun multiplication and 

division.   Working with speech and body 

percussion, students learn to assimilate this 
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rhythmic value.  Fifth graders are also 

learning about Rondo Form in music in 

addition to understanding solfege syllable 

patterns.  They will end the year by 

recognizing, identifying and demonstrating 

the different rhythms worked with this 

year.  
 

Sixth Grade 

Sixth graders have been working with 6/8 or 

compound time.  Although this is the rhythm 

of most nursery rhymes and lullabies, it can 

be tricky to read accurately.   Using singing, 

percussion instruments, speech and 

movement, the students gain some 

awareness with some familiar patterns that 

occur in this meter.  Sixth graders are 

always ready to tackle the activity of the 

day and have been very enthusiastic and 

cooperative students!  
 

Seventh Grade 

After spending about a month learning 

different music from several countries in 

Africa (which only touched upon some of the 

wealth of songs), seventh grade students 

have been learning music from the continent 

of Asia. Korea’s beloved Arirang opens us to 

very subtle changes in mood and color. In 

addition to listening to various pieces from 

China, they have been studying ancient 

Classical Chinese instruments.  These 

instruments have counterparts throughout 

Asia, and are still used today to depict the 

music of China. 
 

Eighth Grade 

Eighth grade students have been creating a 

Public Service Announcement (PSA.)  They 

are using a Google music application to 

construct a musical introduction which is to 

gain the attention of the listener.  Then, 

after choosing a topic and writing a script, 

their PSA is recorded.  There have been 

many thoughtful topics, such as: the dangers 

of smoking, how social media can negatively 

affect us and what to do in the event of a 

house fire; to name a few.  They have done a 

very good job on these projects!   
 

~ Mrs. Husing 
 

 
 

Nurse 
 

I do not know how to thank the students, 

teachers and staff enough for the beautiful 

gifts I received for Nurse’s Appreciation 

Day.  I received flowers, 

a plant, gift cards to 

Dunkin Donuts, 

personalized gifts and a 

frame and SO many 

cards and posters.  

 

I was completely overwhelmed.  But it was 

the other gifts that make me so 

appreciative.  It was the hugs, the high-

fives, and fist bumps.  It was the students 

from Nursery, Pre-k, and K breaking off 

their lines to run and hug me.  And lastly, it 

was the messages written in crayon and 

magic marker with the most powerful 

messages of thanks. 

 

Being a nurse for as long as I have been, 

teaches a lot of lessons.  Nursing is a calling 

and it is about using the gifts God gave you 

to heal and serve others.  The satisfaction I 

get at the end of the day is, if I made one 

person feel better.  Thank you for showing 

me that you believe I am doing my job well. 
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Students... Please remember a saying from 

Clara Barton, a nurse from the 1800's who 

essentially began the American Red Cross, 

she said "Always give a hand to someone 

else."    So in honor of National Nurses 

Week, I want to you to always remember to 

give a hand to another person - helping 

someone is the greatest gift you can give. 
 

~ Christine Pedersen RN 
 

 
 

Physical Education 
 

As our year closes in Physical Education, we 

have a lot to look forward to! I hope the 

eighth graders have a fun last Field Day and 

the Kindergartners have a fun first Field 

Day. The third – fifth graders have been 

preparing for Field Day by playing kickball 

and the sixth – eighth graders have been 

practicing for their softball games.  
  
It’s been so much fun to play with our new 

parachute! The parachute has been awesome 

in Pre-K all the way up to eighth grade. Using 

the parachute has taught us how to work 

together as a class to make bubbles, 

mushrooms and play Popcorn. Shark Attack 

has been a class favorite with the 

parachute.  

      

In sixth – eighth grade health we are 

finishing the year with physical health. We 

have learned about the benefits of sleep, 

hygiene and non-infectious diseases. Next, 

we will be learning about exercise and how 

we can get active within the community.  I 

hope everyone has an active, outdoorsy 

Summer!  

~ Ms. Montgomery  

 

 

Proudly Achieving 100% 

Acceptance to Catholic 

High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

CLASS OF 

2019!
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